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Dubois' Lupus Erythematosus, 4th Ed. Edited by Daniel J. 
Wallace, M.D., and Bevra Hannahs Hahn, M.D. Lea & Febiger, 
Philadelphia, 1993 (955 pages, 634 pages text, 321 pages bibliography 
and index). 
Dubois' text, now in its fourth edition, has been one of the pre-
mier resources for information concerning lupus erythematosus. 
Dr. Dubois, who died in 1985, had followed hundreds of lupus 
patients in his clinical practice. His textbook incorporated his ex-
tensive clinical experience with comprehensive reviews of the liter-
ature. His protege, Daniel]. Wallace, Clinical Chief of Rheuma-
tology at Cedars-Sinai, and Bevra Hahn, Chief of Rheumatology at 
UCLA, have carried on this tradition. 
The fourth edition has major format and content changes from 
the preceding edition, virtually all for the better. The number of 
chapters has been increased from 24 to 62, and the text has increased 
by about 50%. There are 39 new contributors. The editors state that 
less than 15% of the text of the third edition has been used in the 
fourth. 
The book, organized into nine sections, begins with a brief sec-
tion on the history of lupus erythematosus. The next section con-
tains chapters on genetics, environmental agents, epidemiology , 
and definition, classification, and activity indices. In the third sec-
tion, immunologic abnormalities in lupus are discussed. There are 
separate chapters on tolerance, B cells, T cells, natural killer cells, 
immune complexes, immune complex clearance and Fc receptors, 
complement, arachodonic acid metabolites, idiotype networks, sex 
hormones, and animal models of lupus. Section four contains 11 
chapters on lupus autoantibodies. In addition to overview chapters, 
there are separate chapters for autoantibodies to the following anti-
gens: DNA, histone, RNP and Sm, Ro(SS-A) and La(SS-B), cardio-
lipin and phospholipids, lymphocytes, and neurons. Lupus antico-
agulant and additional serologic abnormalities are also discussed. 
The fifth section is about cutaneous lupus and contains chapters on 
mechanisms of skin disease, clinical manifestations, subacute cuta-
neous lupus (SCL~), and the relationship between discoid lupus 
(OLE) and systemic lupus (SLE). Clinical and laboratory features of 
SLE are discussed in section six. Each major organ system has its 
own chapter, including a chapter on skin findings in SLE. (In the 
previous edition, these 10 chapters were one long chapter of 132 
pages.) There are chapters on pediatric SLE, drug-induced lupus, 
infections in SLE, 'laboratory abnormalities, interpretation of sero-
logic abnormalities, and differential diagnosis. A subsection covers 
pregnancy in SLE, including separate treatments of the mother, the 
fetus, anp the special case of neonatal lupus. Lupus nephritis is 
covered in its own subsection. Section seven covers management 
and prognosis, with an overview chapter that includes topical and 
intralesional treatment of skin disease, and chapters on nonsteroi-
dais, antimalarials, corticosteroids, cytoxic agents, non-pharmaco-
logic therapeutic modalities, other medications and adjunctive mea-
sures, and a chapter on prognostic subsets and mortality. Section 
eight contains a patient guide to lupus erythematosus, written for 
patients with SLE, and a list of resources for patients with SLE. The 
last section is a bibliography containing all the references for the 
text (more than 8000 references) in alphabetical order. There are 
also an author citation index, including all coauthors, and a subject 
citation index. 
The chapters in the text are of a relatively uniform high quality, 
readable, thorough, and well organized. Summary tables in many of 
the chapters make it easy to review the major points or to skim the 
text. The effect of changing the organization to have more numer-
ous and shorter chapters is to make it easier for the reader to look up 
a particular topic. Compared to the previous edition, the new one is 
both more comprehensive and easier to use as a reference. 
The organization is a little awkward when it comes to skin dis-
ease. This is not a complaint about the writing in the cutaneous 
disease section. The individual chapters there are excellent. How-
ever, skin lesions seen in SLE are discussed in section six, although 
the pathogenesis of these lesions is discussed in the cutaneous disease 
section, section five. Treatment ofDLE and SCLE lesions is covered 
in the chapters describing those diseases in section five, whereas 
explanations of topical and intralesional corticosteroid therapy are 
given as part of the first chapter of section seven. The pathogenesis 
of skin lesions is presented prior to the chapters describing the skin 
lesions. The chapters on clinical manifestations of cutaneous lupus 
erythematosus and subacute cutaneous lupus are absolutely Sllperb 
and worth a read for any dermatologist or rheumatologist. The 
explanation of the cutaneous Sllbsets of lupus in the two chapters is 
so clear that it wou ld be best to present these chapters first. I would 
also recommend incorporating the detailed explanation of topical 
and intralesional steroid therapy into the discus, ions of DLE and 
SCLE treatment in the cutaneous disease section, rather than having 
it in a different section of the book. 
Having the references listed at the end of the book rather than at 
the end of each chapter, and listed in the text as a nlllnber rather than 
author and year, generally works well. There are occasional prob-
lems, however, when a reference is listed incorrectly. If the error is 
not straightforward, such as a misprinting ofL164 for L165, it may 
be impossible to retrieve the correct information. Given the fact that 
there are an enormous number of publications to cite, though, the 
solution the editors chose seems optimal. 
It is often disappointing upon receiving a new textbook to find 
that some of the information is not up to date. As an example, the Ias 
gene abnormality, described in 1992, resulting in defective apopto-
sis and the lymphoproliferation (lpr) phenotype in certain murine 
lupus models, is not discussed. This is through no fault of the au-
thor, who clearly made every effort to write a timely and compre-
hensive review of the subject. Rather it is a result of the publication 
deadlines that must be met in putting together such a large work. 
What this means for the reader is that the book is a state-of-the-an 
review of lupus erythematosus through 1991. 
In summary, this is a definitive textbook oflupus erythematosus. 
The new edition contains such significant improvements and up-
dating from the previous edition that I believe those who have the 
older edition will wish to replace it. Physicians who manage pa-
tients with lupus will not only want to have this book on the shelf, 
but will also want to take it down from the shelf and read it. 
Lela A. Lee 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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